EXCITING WORK.                          117

and was not sure whether they would stand the
weight and strain put upon them by our heavy
Carriages in addition to the trucks full of rails,
sq he insisted on remaining on the engine, where
lie could the better superintend our progress.
Altogether it was rather exciting work, for we
never could tell when we might find ourselves
precipitated into a nullah, and a premature end
{wa.t to our expedition. However, no contretemps
occurred, and we arrived safely at rail head about

eight.

we found a large body of coolies and our
all ready for us.    After getting out the
* and loading it on the backs of coolies,
our cboys' on foot, and, getting on the
rode off for the first camp, at a place
$ralah, some twenty-five miles off.

condition* made us extremely anxious,
I Tbeen very ill all night, and was still if
This long ride in the heat of tl
'put the very worst thing he could G
^circumstances; but there was no aT